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LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS EXPORT RESTRICTIONS 
177. Mr Y. MUBARAKAI to the Premier: 
Before I ask my question, I would like to acknowledge the year 9 students from Girrawheen Senior High School. 
I refer to the federal government’s eastern states–driven decision to restrict liquefied natural gas exports from 
next year. What impact will this have on investment in this state? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Jandakot for the question. The Turnbull government has announced that from 
1 January next year, it will apply export controls to LNG projects right across Australia if there is a prospect of 
a gas shortage. That means the resources minister will determine whether any coming year is a domestic shortfall 
year; and, if it is, all LNG projects in Australia will require permission to export. In other words, the 
commonwealth government is putting in place a one-size-fits-all approach to this issue in Australia, considering 
the shortage of gas experienced in the eastern states. 
On 17 May, I wrote to the commonwealth Minister for Resources and Northern Australia, Matt Canavan, 
expressing my concern about this plan. I pointed out that in Western Australia in 2006, under the former Labor 
government, a domestic gas reservation policy was put in place, and therefore we now have sufficient domestic 
gas and we have a vibrant, strong employer in the LNG industry in Western Australia. I note that the concerns 
we expressed on behalf of Western Australia to the commonwealth have been ignored by the commonwealth 
government. That means that these export controls will now apply to Western Australian LNG projects, even 
though we have sufficient domestic gas in Western Australia. I am calling on the federal government once again 
to make sure that Western Australian interests are protected in this. There cannot be a one-size-fits-all approach 
to this issue that threatens investment in LNG and threatens LNG exports from Western Australia, considering 
the importance of that industry to this state. 
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The commonwealth government has taken — 
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: He is back! 
The commonwealth government has taken no account of Western Australia’s interests, and I am sure that 
Western Australian LNG exporters will be very, very concerned about the one-size-fits-all approach taken by the 
commonwealth. 
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